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In Sickness and in Health
SYDNEY IN TIMES OF QUARANTINE

with Peter Hobbins 
Saturday, 19 September 2020, 9.45am to 4.30pm

Learn how disease and contagion changed the course of 
Sydney’s history from the days of colonisation to the present 
and enjoy a private tour of the historic Quarantine Station  
in Sydney’s Middle Harbour. 

Highlights:
• Discover the role that significant buildings played in managing 

disease in the new colony 

• Take a private behind-the-scenes tour of the heritage-listed 
former North Head Quarantine Station 

• Enjoy lunch at a restaurant overlooking the harbour

Tour Leader
Peter Hobbins is a medical historian with a knack for 
sharing human stories. A regular guest on national 
radio and television, he has presented over 70 talks to 
community groups around New South Wales. Peter’s 
prize-winning book, Stories from the Sandstone, reveals 
poignant tales from Sydney’s former Quarantine Station.
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Price per person $395

Urban Art Precincts of Sydney
WATERLOO AND MARRICKVILLE

with Gitte Weise  
Thursday, 17 September 2020, 9.30am to 4pm 

Explore some of Sydney’s most innovative contemporary 
public galleries, vibrant commercial galleries and the studio 
of a local artist in the inner-city suburbs of Waterloo and 
Marrickville.

Highlights:
• Visit the vibrant MAY SPACE, showcasing works by 

accomplished and emerging artists

• Enjoy private guided tours at the Darren Knight Gallery  
and Utopia Art

• Explore The Commercial, a gallery that represents an 
exclusive group of Australian artists 

Price per person $395

Tour Leader
Gitte Weise was the Exhibition Manager for the 1988 
and 1990 Biennale of Sydney and from 2013 to 2014 
she was curatorial and exhibitions researcher at the 
Museum of Contemporary Art Australia. She currently 
works as curatorial adviser and manager for a private 
art collection.

2

“Gitte was an outstanding tour leader: knowledgeable, friendly, welcoming and a good 
sense of humour.” 
Andrew C.  |  New Art Spaces of Tasmania 2019

Todd Fuller, Letters to Theo, Untitled 1, 2020. Unframed mixed media on paper, 
75 x 151cm, from the animation of the same name (detail)
On exhibition at MAY SPACE

City of Sydney staff wearing masks to protect themselves from the  
Spanish influenza epidemic ca.1919 (Source: City of Sydney Archives)



Contemporary Japan
JAPANESE DECORATIVE ARTS IN SYDNEY

with Kathryn Hunyor 
Thursday, 08 October 2020, 12.30pm to 8pm

Delve into the exquisite world of Japanese contemporary 
decorative arts to discover imaginative textile production, 
refined ceramic work and cutting-edge architecture.

Highlights:
• Take a behind-the-scenes tour of the Powerhouse Museum’s 

Japanese decorative arts collection  

• Visit the private studio of prominent Japanese fashion 
designer Akira Isogawa

• Enjoy dinner at iconic restaurant Tetsuya’s and meet the 
acclaimed ceramicist who creates its tableware

Tour Leader
Kathryn Hunyor is a Japanese-speaking curator and 
lecturer with a Masters in Japanese literature. Kathryn 
also works as a creative producer and consultant 
to some of Australia’s major arts organisations and 
produces a range of arts and design projects between 
Australia and Japan.

Price per person $475

‘’Kathryn was excellent – her background knowledge and her bright personality  
added so much to the experience.’’ 
Caroline H.  |  More than Meets the Eye 2018
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Surry Hills Gourmet Experience
INSIDE SYDNEY’S CULINARY EPICENTRE

with Peter Bourne 
Wednesday, 14 October 2020, 3pm to 9pm

Spend an afternoon and evening with wine writer Peter Bourne 
exploring the culinary mecca of Sydney’s Surry Hills district, 
centre of one of the world’s most dynamic dining destinations.

Highlights:
• Enjoy a private guided gin tasting at the newly-opened  

Four Pillars Gin and Drinks Lab

• Sample cheese at a local provedore and enjoy a special 
private wine tasting

• Have dinner at the innovative ‘nel.’ restaurant, curated by 
chef Nelly Robinson
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Tour Leader
Peter Bourne has been involved in the Australasian 
wine industry for over 35 years. His principal focus is 
on wine education, presenting a wide variety of wine 
appreciation courses and wine tastings. Peter has won 
the Wine Communicator of the Year award (2010) 
and is the regular wine writer for Qantas Magazine.

Price per person $395

“Peter was an outstanding tour leader - highly knowledgeable, personable and patient.”  
Kim A.  |  Food and Wine in Tasmania 2018

Photo courtesy of Four Pillars Gin



Tour Leader
Trisha Dixon is a writer and photographer with a 
passion for landscape and design. She has authored a 
number of books including Adagio: Living and Gardening 
Mindfully (2013), Under the Spell of Ages (2007) and 
two books on the life and designs of Australian 
landscaper Edna Walling.

Price per person $575

“Trisha has the most amazing contacts and always pulls together an itinerary full of 
surprising venues that we would never have the opportunity to see.”   
Judith G.  |  Landscapes of the NSW South Coast 2019

Jumjum Garden © Trisha Dixon

Jumjum Garden and the 
Yarramalong Valley
PRIVATE GARDENS OF THE NSW CENTRAL COAST

with Trisha Dixon 
Thursday, 22 October 2020, 9am to 5.30pm 

Explore two exquisite private gardens in the picturesque 
Yarramalong Valley – wife of former NSW Premier Jill Wran’s 
Jumjum Farm and designer Michael Cooke’s garden utopia.

Highlights:
• Delight in an exclusive private tour of Jill Wran’s boutique 

farm and garden  

• Enjoy a private guided tour of renowned landscape designer 
Michael Cooke’s private garden

• Savour a delectable alfresco picnic lunch

A Walk Down Macquarie Street
SYDNEY’S HISTORIC THOROUGHFARE

with Lorraine Kypiotis 
Friday, 23 October 2020, 10am to 3.30pm

Wander past Sydney’s remarkable sandstone buildings down 
the historic thoroughfare of Macquarie Street and learn about 
Sydney’s development from a burgeoning penal colony to a 
thriving free settlement.

Highlights:
• Learn about the influence of Governor Lachlan Macquarie  

in shaping Sydney 

• Gain new insights into Sydney’s Hyde Park Barracks, Rum 
Hospital, The Mint and Customs House

• View pieces from the significant art collections of Parliament 
House and the State Library

Tour Leader
Lorraine Kypiotis is a senior lecturer at the National 
Art School in Sydney. She holds a Master of Arts 
degree from the University of Sydney in Renaissance 
Studies and is currently engaged in a PhD in Fine Arts. 
She has travelled extensively throughout Europe and 
has led a number of art tours to Italy.

Price per person $350

“Lorraine was extraordinary. Always good humoured, helpful, knowledgeable and 
good fun.” 
Warren L.  |  The Riches of Eastern Italy 2018

Mitchell Library and Macquarie St from Public Library,  
Sydney NSW, ca.1919 (Source: NSW State Archives)

6 7



Art Deco Sydney
ARCHITECTURAL TREASURES OF THE SYDNEY CBD

with Claudia Chan Shaw 
Saturday, 24 October 2020, 10am to 4pm

Discover Art Deco architectural gems of Sydney’s city centre 
on a tour that explores iconic buildings from the inter-war 
period when Sydney emerged as a modern metropolis.

Highlights:
• Explore Sydney’s best Art Deco-style buildings and design  

• Enjoy special access to a selection of the city’s iconic  
Art Deco buildings

• With expert Claudia Chan Shaw, appreciate the progressive 
aesthetics of the Art Deco style

Tour Leader
Claudia Chan Shaw is a fashion designer, television and 
radio presenter, author, public speaker, collector, curator 
and artist. A design graduate from Sydney College of 
the Arts, Claudia contributes to design and collecting 
publications and has curated several fashion exhibitions. 
She is completely captivated by Art Deco design. 

Price per person $395

“Absolutely charming. A pleasure to be in her company.”  
Gina C.  |  Art Deco to Art Now - Shanghai and Hong Kong 2019

Bondi Food & Art Trail
FROM JEWISH DELIS TO OCEAN SEASCAPES

with Jane Hutcheon 
Thursday, 05 November 2020, from 10am to 3.30pm

Venture beyond the iconic golden sands of Bondi Beach to 
uncover a vibrant hub that captures Sydney’s rich immigration 
history through food and art.

Highlights:
• With journalist and food writer Jane Hutcheon explore Bondi’s 

delis, cafés and bakeries 

• Meet and speak to the personalities that contribute to 
Bondi’s vibrant food and art culture 

• Enjoy lunch at an iconic institution that showcases the classics 
of Sydney’s café culture

Tour Leader
Jane Hutcheon has journeyed across the world as an 
international correspondent based in the Middle East, 
China and Europe. She now divides her time between 
travelling, writing and presenting in-conversations. Jane 
has a fascination for food history and the stories about 
the people who make it. 

Price per person $395

“Jane’s talks were excellent, and I enjoyed her journalistic way of storytelling.” 
Judy J.  |  The Frankincense Route 2019
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Grace Hotel



Wartime Sydney
STORIES FROM THE HOMEFRONT DURING TIMES OF WAR

with Peter Hobbins 
Saturday, 14 November 2020, 9.30am to 4pm

Learn about the challenges faced by Sydneysiders during times 
of conflict, visiting significant landmarks that played pivotal 
roles in the defence of a nation at war.

Highlights:
• Take a private behind-the-scenes tour of the Anzac Memorial 

in Hyde Park

• Enjoy a private tour of the Royal Australian Navy Heritage 
Centre on Garden Island

• Take advantage of a private viewing of memorabilia and 
documents from WWII at the State Library of NSW

Tour Leader
Peter Hobbins is an historian with a knack for sharing 
human stories. A regular guest on national radio and  
television, he has presented over 70 talks to community  
groups around New South Wales. Peter’s prize-winning 
book, Stories from the Sandstone, reveals poignant tales 
from Sydney’s former Quarantine Station.

Price per person $475
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Looking up
TALL TALES OF SYDNEY ARCHITECTURE

with Anthony Burke 
Saturday, 07 November 2020, from 10am to 4pm

Gaze up at the buildings of Sydney’s skyline on a walking tour 
that explores the ‘growing up’ of a city through the design of 
five signature towers. 

Highlights:
• Uncover the fascinating architecture of Sydney’s CBD in the 

company of an Architecture professor 

• Gain insights into the international architects that shaped 
Sydney’s skyline 

• Be joined by the architect working on one of Sydney’s newest 
building projects 

Tour Leader
Anthony Burke is Professor of Architecture at the  
University of Technology Sydney. A graduate of 
Columbia University, Anthony has held several  
visiting professor positions. In 2012 he directed  
the architecture symposium celebrating the  
40th anniversary of the Sydney Opera House. 

Price per person $350

Australia Square © Martin Snicer/flickrCC Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park



Gardens of Sydney’s Hills District
PRIVATE GARDENS AND THEIR PASSIONATE OWNERS

with Elizabeth Swane 
Wednesday, 18 November 2020, from 9am to 5.30pm

Explore some of Sydney’s Hills District’s most striking private 
gardens and gain an exclusive opportunity to meet their 
passionate owners.

Highlights:
• Wander an Italian-inspired garden with cascading waterfalls 

and oriental themes 

• Explore a private garden showcasing an olive grove, water 
features, roses and perennial plantings

• Enjoy a private guided tour of a large English- and French-
inspired property

Asian Delights
EXPLORING SYDNEY’S ASIAN BAKERIES AND CAFES 

with Jane Hutcheon 
Tuesday, 17 November 2020, from 10am to 2.30pm

Join Hong Kong native and journalist Jane Hutcheon in Sydney’s 
Haymarket precinct to discover an assortment of Asian 
bakeries and sample delectable bite-sized delights. 

Highlights:
• Taste an assortment of the best bite-sized delights in 

Sydney’s Chinatown

• Meet and speak to the chefs, bakers and personalities that 
contribute to the city’s vibrant food culture

• Explore a selection of Asian bakeries and cafés, including 
those offering traditional recipes to modern interpretations

Tour Leader
Elizabeth Swane has been a regular guest on ABC 
Radio Sydney. She is also a garden writer who has 
written for magazines including Your Garden, Home 
Beautiful and ABC Gardening Australia. As garden writer 
for Regional Lifestyle magazine, she travels all over 
NSW visiting beautiful country gardens. 

Price per person $395

‘’Elizabeth was most knowledgeable and helpful to everyone. Best leader of any  
garden tour I have done.’’  
Boyd W.  |  Gardens of the South Island 2020

Tour Leader
Jane Hutcheon has journeyed across the world as an 
international correspondent based in the Middle East, 
China and Europe. She now divides her time between 
travelling, writing and presenting in-conversations. Jane 
has a fascination for food history and the stories about 
the people who make it.

Price per person $275

“Jane’s talks were excellent, and I enjoyed her journalistic way of storytelling.” 
Judy J.  |  The Frankincense Route 2019

Private garden in DuralChinese Mooncakes
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Private Gardens of the  
National Capital
CANBERRA

with Genevieve Jacobs 
Wednesday, 04 November 2020, 9.30am to 4.30pm

Explore some of Canberra’s most impressive designer-inspired 
and -landscaped private gardens in their peak springtime bloom.

Highlights:
• Experience a diverse curated range of private gardens and 

properties in full springtime bloom

• Explore two gardens in Red Hill showcasing Australian native 
and exotic species, and water features 

• Enjoy a private guided tour of the stunning National Bonsai 
and Penjing Collection 

A day at the new  
Chau Chak Wing Museum 
BEHIND THE SCENES AT SYDNEY’S NEWEST MUSEUM

with Iain Shearer 
Tuesday, 24 November 2020, 9am to 4.30pm

Discover the unexpected treasures of the acclaimed Nicholson, 
Macleay and University Art collections with a special day in 
focus at the soon to be opened Chau Chak Wing Museum. 

Highlights:
• Uncover precious and rare pieces from three renowned 

collections with tours by their curators 

• Hear from the directors, architects and personalities who  
brought this exciting project to life

• Explore exhibitions from Roman antiquities and Egyptian 
mummies to modern Australian art 

Tour Leader
Genevieve Jacobs has been a prize-winning journalist 
as well as a freelance writer for gardening and fine 
arts magazines. She spent more than a decade as a 
presenter with ABC Radio and was a co-ordinator for 
Australia’s Open Garden scheme. Genevieve has also 
lectured widely on artists and their gardens.

Price per person $395

‘‘Genevieve was organised, well researched in the gardens and her special talks were 
excellent. She is inclusive and helpful to all.’’ 
Margaret T.  |  Paradise Gardens of Persia 2019

Tour Leader
Ian Shearer is an archaeologist who has worked  
across the world from the UK, to the Caucasus, the 
Middle East and Central Asia. Educated at University 
College London’s Institute of Archaeology, he is the 
former Sackler Scholar for Afghanistan and Iran at  
The British Museum. 

Price per person $450

“Iain’s enthusiasm for his subject is contagious.” 
Jacqui S.  |  Land Beyond the Sunrise 2019

Private garden in Canberra’s Red HillPhoto by Anthony Fretwell. Courtesy Chau Chak Wing Museum



Brochure effective 26 August 2020

tel  +61 2 9299 5801 
email: info@renaissancetours.com.au 

web: renaissancetours.com.au

Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001

Travelling with 
Renaissance Tours  
you enjoy...
• The company of like-minded people

• Tour leaders among the most accomplished  
in their fields

• Exclusive access to people and places

• Meticulously researched itineraries

• Personal care and attention

• All arrangements taken care of by our 
experienced team

For a detailed brochure or further information,  
call +61 2 9299 5801, visit renaissancetours.com.au  

or contact your travel agent.

“Renaissance Tours takes the worry out of touring. Everything goes 
without a hitch - always. A delightful experience.”

“A first-class tour operator.”

“I cannot stress enough how very professional I found my dealings  
with Renaissance Tours. They treated me with courtesy and as if  
I were the only client.”

Cover: J.F. Archibald Fountain, Hyde Park, Sydney.


